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PAGE 01 BERN 02788 251029Z 

53 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 10-14 ISO-OO AGR-20 CEA-02 CIAE-00 

COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-03 INR-11 INT-08 L-03 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 AID-20 CIEP-03 SS-20 

STR-08 TAR-02 TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-03 OMB-01 

SWF-02 FEA-02 DRC-01 /197W 

116710 

R 250957Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BERN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9324 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS BERN 2788 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, SZ 

SUBJECT: WINE: PROPOSED REGULATORY CHANGES REGARDING METRIC 
STANDARDS OF FILL 

REF: STATE 152467 

1. EMBASSY PROVIDED SWISS DIVISION OF COMMERCE INFOR- 
MAL SUMMARY OF CONTENTS REFTEL. IN RESPONSE, AMBASSA- 
DOR KLAUS JACOBI HAS WRITTEN TO EMBASSY THAT SWISS 
STRONGLY FEEL THAT PROPOSED METRIC STANDARDS OF FILL 
FOR WINE UNDER CONSIDERATION BY BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, 

TOBACCO AND FIREARMS WOULD, IF IMPLEMENTED, CONSTITUTE 
NEW AND SUBSTANTIAL NON-TARIFF BARRIER. JACOBI NOTED 
THAT AT PRESENT TIME ALL COUNTRIES ATTEMPTING FIND 
WAYS REDUCE SUCH NTBS. IN OPINION OF SWISS ENVISAGED 
MEASURES WOULD HAVE DRASTIC AND UNACCEPTABLE CONSE- 
QUENCES ON TRADITIONAL WINE TRADE WITH US. JACOBI 
CONCLUDED BY EXPRESSING OPINION THAT SIMPLE TRANSFER OF 
BOTTLE FILL STANDARDS TO METRIC SYSTEM IS APPARENTLY 
BEING USED FOR PROTECTIONIST PURPOSES. 
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2. SWISS EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED 
EXPRESS GOS CONCERN. 

PERCIVAL 
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